1 


. 
4 
- 
c 
CY 
* 
—— 


* 


* 


: * | a. he. * 5 7 — 9 
2 , 2 A * 5 
* - wu? £ * 4 * 2 + 
2 3 * WY. 1 
as * 0 4 3 
1 25 * 
— 1 + Py 
. 4 . : 
1 - 
E: T * 
* * 
FS | N 
- 
7 
* 
* 
= 
: 
+ 
* 
- 
Sts "rm 2 : 1 . * 1 ” ; 
: * . 
- e 1 5 
* I; * - a». 
N. , £ 
: | \ 
4 
f * 
* — 
= 
* 
you” p 
5 + 
U 
. * 
= 4 0 FE 
* 4 ? 
* "4 . * ” . A < 1 . 
5 * * N „ 
Z N 1 - 
\ N - J 4 
4 % n - : N - 4 % 5 _ f 
' | f 
0 « - 
O0 Our Aa con -CONM 
i * F A — "% XK 3 
— * © on, 


- : 
q * 


The Rows „ Mom er A-M. Moy of Weaver, 5 1 


- "OT 


* * 1 
1 2 . 
* = 
; 4 
= 1 * 
„ „ 
* — * 4 * : 
- G 
—— * : 
* - [2 
* = we , 
x j . 
- 5 * - * 1 1 
; 8 ; ' . | 
. 
2 if . - * * 5 
. * LI * * 
- — 4 - q 
© 4 % = © - 


** - 
0 
+ 


| {rice Ons Smr-LanG. 


x 
2 > ac 


* 
i 
, 
0 
= 
, 
7 ˙ 00 


* C3 * 


- 


— wr. 


| 1 A N 
* 3 
* * 5 - P g — — _ — — — g p 
— a ” E s, « FIR . ö — Cabs. q 
„ 1 | * 
WES 2 . * 7 


| RELEASE or BARABBAS; 


4A - 


OR, THE = 
c A U RR 
| = 
> Popular Clamour aa Diſcontent conſidered, N | 
IN A | 
DIS MG — 4 
ox 


Sr. 10 HN, Ch. xviii. Ver. 40. 


| Then cried they all again, ſaying, not this Man, but Ba rabbas. 25 
Mou Barabbas was a Robber. 1 | 
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DEAR- 31K, 


UMINATING on the Frenzy of the Times, the Folly of the 


of Faction, and the extravagant Sallies of unproſperous Ambition, 


I could not help feeling for my Country, for my Friends, and even for 
my Enemies, I mean the Enemies of public Peace. Can the Rich, I 


faid, expect to enjoy their Poſſeſſions in Security, when the Boundaries of 
Law are levelled? If to revile Majeſty be made an Article of the political 


Creed, what Authority, Reſpe& or Reverence have inferior Magiſtrates to 


expect? If Madmen and the Multitude are allowed to dictate in Society, 
what Authority will remain to the Elements and Inſtitutes of Law or 
Goſpel? If boundleſs Ambition, or popular Faction be allowed to paſs the 


Rubicon, and overflow the Limits of a legal Eſtabliſhment, who ſhall ſay, 
Hitherto ſhalt thou go, and no further, and here ſhall thy proud Waves be 


frayed * Can the Noble and Honourable hope to preſerve their Dignity and 
Titles after they have claſſed with the Multitude ? Can the Branches 
flouriſh when the Trunk from whence they derive their Verdure and 
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Weak, and the Audaciouſneſs of the Wicked, the deſperate Efforts 


Beauty | 1 | 
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Beauty is ſpoiled and impoveriſhed ? Can the Chriſtian Clergy ſupport the 
Sanity of their Character, when inſtead of viſiting the Sick, and reliev- 
ing the Poor, of inſtructing the Ignorant and reclaiming the Flagitious, 
they commence Tribunes of the People, and Trumpets of Faction and 
Sedition? Will others look upon them, or can they look upon themſelves. 
as Diſciples and Followers of the Prince of Peace, while they engage in 
civil Diſtractions, and make themſelves ready for War? Do the great 
Complainers of the Times manifeſt their Diſtreſs by the Luxury they in- 
dulge to the higheſt Exceſs and Extravagance? Or, is an approaching 
Tyranny to be apprehended from the Outrage and Inſults daily offered to 
the amiable Prince upon the Throne? Can we think the Redreſſers of 
Grievances, really aggrieved, while they betray a wanton Inſolence, and 
ſeem to triumph in the apprehended Miſery of their Country ? Can we 
believe thoſe ſerious in their Complaints, who, we have a moral Cer- 
tainty, cannot believe themſelves? Can we eſteem them ſincere Patriots 
who attempt, by every Means, to diſtreſs the Government; to weaken + 
its Strength at Home; and to diſcredit its Reputation abroad? Does the 
Cauſe of Patriotiſm require Artifice, Fraud, and Folly in its Proſecution; 
and for its Support? Or would an honeſt, and good Man, be brought to 
the Practice of illiberal, infamous, and immoral Acts, though it were for 
the Salvation of a Kingdom ? Can there be any Appearance of the Decay, 
or the Diſtreſs of public Liberty, in a Land where Licentiouſneſs univer- 
fally prevails ? Is true Patriotiſm conſiſtent with Corruption of Heart, and 
Degeneracy of Manners; the Violation of Truth, Friendſhip, and Grati- 
tude, Loyalty, Conſcience and Honour; with ſelfiſh Views; ambitious. 
and aſpiring Hopes, and an Impatience to be poſſeſſed of the firſt Offices 
and principal Departments of the State? Does Patriotiſm ſhew itſelf by 
its Oppoſition to Men, and not to Meaſures ? Does Patriotiſm imply a 
Contempt of Decency and Order, of the Regulations of the State, and 
the Authority of the Laws? Does this æthereal Spirit dictate or encourage 
Libels, Scurrility, and the Outrages of a Mob? Is the Patriot, one who : 
centres his Views in his own, not in his Country's Advantage and Glory ? 


— 
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Pay? Rather is it not actual and active Virtue, diſplaying itſelf in : 


*. 
HFas not true Patriotiſm, Roman Patriotiſm, deſpiſed Populaiityy when it 
was inconſiſtent with the Good of the State? Can a real Patriot be the 
* Tool of a Party, and make the Intereſt of his Faction the Meaſure of his ö 

political Conduct? Is Patriotiſm a Squabble for Place and Penſion, mere 
political Altercation and eternal Oppoſition to the Adminiſtration of the 


wiſe and diſpaſſionate Councils, in great and heroic Deeds, tending || 
to promote the Intereſts, the Morals, and Happineſs of the whole 
Community ? Is Patriotiſm a Craft, to enrich and aggrandiſe thoſe 
who are employed in it? Rather does it not imply, according to the 
Pagan Notion of it, the pureſt Diſintereſtedneſs, a Contempt of Self, 
and a Sacrifice of Fortune, of Fame, and even of Life itſelf, to the. 
public Good ? | | 


In purſuing theſe Reflections on the Temper of the Times, I was na- 
turally led to ſome Degree of Surprize, that none of that venerable and 
tearned Body the Clergy, at leaſt that I knew of, had appeared to attempt 
to expel the common Deluſion; to give Men proper Sentiments of their 
Civil and Chriſtian Liberty; and to recall them by the Principles of Rea- 
ſon, and the Sanctions of Religion, to the Practice of Truth, and Sober- 
neſs, of Charity, Mercy, and Peace. If no Apprehenſion of future ili 
Conſequences to their Property, as Churchmen, may alarm them, and l 
they may ſuppoſe themſelves ſecure for their own Time, yet a Conſcience} 
of their ſacred Office, of their high and heavenly Calling, and of the 
Value of immortal Souls committed to their Care, ſhould, methinks, 
animate them, to exert their Zeal, their Learning and Parts, to impreſs 
thoſe with whom they are connected, with a juſt Knowledge of theirfi 
Duty, as Chriſtians and Citizens, and to raiſe them above an eage 
and idle Attachment to the Perſons of Men, and the Intereſts of a Party | 
to a true Senſe of their Privileges as Members of God's ſpiritual King | 

1 
| 


dom, and Candidates and Expectants of an eternal Reverſion. 
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With a View to theſe ſalutary Purpoſes, the preſent plain Diſcourſe, 
baſtily ſtruck off, is publiſhed; and if it ſerve only to engage ſome 


abler Advocates in the Cauſe of their God, their Country, and their 
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King, the Author's End is anſwered : You, my Friend, I know, will 
excuſe, and favourably receive this Attempt, as you are very ſenſible, 
from the Author's Situation, that he could have no Views of Intereſt, or 
Ends of Ambition to ſerve by ſuch a Publication, 


T am, Dear Sir, 


Your's, &c. 
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T. JohN xviii. 40. 


Then cried” they all again, ſapings” not this Man, but Barab- 


bas. Mow Barabbas was a Robber. 


of the Barabbas here mentioned, and whoſe Releaſe the People 


have of him in the other Evangeliſts. St. Mark ſays of him, that be lay: 
bound with them that had made Inſurrettion with him, and had committed: 
Murder in the Inſurrection. St. Luke's Account of him is, that for 4 cer- 
tain Sedition made in the City, and for Murder, he was caſt into Frifon.” 


| It might ſeem ſomewhat extraordinary, that a Man of a Character ſo- i 
infamous, and ſo notorious-a-Peſt of Society, ſhould have the Voices of 


the People in his Favour, and-their Clamours for his Releaſe, while they 
required the innocent and beneficent Feſus to be crucified, had not the 
ſacred Writers given us a very natural Account of - ſuch an unnatural and 


unjuſt Proceeding. St. Mark tells us, that the Chief Priefts had delivered 


1 efus for Envy, and that they moved the People to defire that he "Poul. 
> _ | ou 


H E Occaſion of theſe Words is not unknown to you; yet it 19 | 
_ neceſſary for the Sake of my future Diſcourſe, that the Character 


| demanded in Preference to that of the ſpotleſs and bleſſed Feu, 
ſhould be more fully laid before you: And a more particular Account we 
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ſhould rather deliver Barabbas unto them. The Account of the other Evan- 
geliſts agrees with this; only that St. Zuke adds, that the Rulers of the 
People, as well as the Phariſees, were concerned in this illegal and inhu- 
man Proceeding. St. John tells us, that the Chief Prieſts and Officers 
joined in the Cry of the Mob in demanding the Crucifixion of Jęſus. 
From theſe Circumſtances laid together, we have a clear and full Account 
of a Tranſaction that might ſeem otherwiſe unaccountable. 

Some uſeſul Reflections, and not unſuitable to the Solemnity of the 
| Day *, may, perhaps, be drawn from a more particular Conſideration of 
| the ſeveral Characters concerned in the Tranſaction before us. 

1. The firſt and foremoſt of theſe in Dignity, in moral Excellency, in 
human and divine Accompliſhments, is that of the Man Chriſt Feſus - 
For ſetting aſide what was peculiar to his divine Miſſion, the Power of 
working Miracles, and of fulfilling Prophecies, regard him only in the 
Exerciſe of this Power, and in his general Converſation among Men, and 
what ſhall we find culpable in it, and liable to Objection, or not worthy 
of our ſincereſt Approbation and higheſt Applauſe ? Indulge all the Powers 
| of Wit and Imagination in forming a complete Standard of moral Perfec- 
tion, and you will find it realized in the Character and Conduct of Jeſus 
of Nazareth. Nay, perhaps, by tracing the Lineaments of this great 
Original, we arrive at an Idea of Perfection which all the Powers of hu- 
man Genius, and all the Powers of human Nature could not otherwiſe 
| have ſupplied us with. For where but in this Inſtance do we find ſuch 
Majeſty and ſo much Meekneſs, ſuch Greatneſs, and ſuch Humility ? So 
much Wiſdom and Virtue, yet withal ſuch Condeſcenſion to the Ignorance, 
to the Paſſions and Prejudices of Mankind; ſo ſublime and perfect a 
| SanCtity of Life, with ſo much Humanity to the Infirmities, the Failings 
and Frailties of others; armed with a Power more than mortal, yet ſo 
| modeſt in the Diſplay of it, that the Secrecy of ſome of his Miracles, 
and the Silence he impoſed upon ſome of thoſe whom he miraculouſly 
| cured, have been objected as a Cover for Fraud, Artifice and Impoſture ? 
| Where, but in this Inſtance, do we find a Devotion to God ſo exalted, 
yet ſo retired, fo free from Oſtentation and Severity; condeſcending to the 
ordinary Occaſions of Life; mixing with good Humour in the Converſa- 
tion of Publicans and Sinners, and the Feſtivities of a nuptial Entertain- 
ment? Where, but in the Character before us, a Beneficence unconfined 
by Attachments to Relations and Kindred, to Nation and Country, to 
Sect or Party, ſpreading itſelf, and attending to every Object of Diſtreſs ;. 
imparting Knowledge to the Ignorant, Health to the Sick, Sight to the 
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Blind, G to the Afflicted, Pardon and Peace to the Penitent, Lie 
to the Dead, and the Means of Salvation to every faithful Hearer and Doer 
of his Word? Would you ſee Goodneſs traduced, yet unintermitting in 
its Labours; the brighteſt Innocence calumniated, yet unmoved with 
Calumny ; the pureſt Truth, the divineſt Wiſdom, and the ſincereſt good 
Will oppoſed by Falſchood, by Folly and Malice? Would you ſee 


Righteouſneſs, good Faith, the cleareſt, the moſt unexceptionable Virtue, 
the moſt illuſtrious and undiſſembled Goodneſs, overpowered and op- 


preſſed by Clamour, Noiſe and Faction? Would you behold the Hero in- 
deed, calm under Inſults, and filent under falſe Accuſations; unmoved 


under the groſſeſt Indignities, patient under the moſt exquiſite Sufferings; 


his Earneſtneſs and Devotion only heightened by his Diſtreſs, his Refig- 


nation more exemplary by the Weight of his Sorrows, and his Charity 


diſplayed to more Advantage by the Malice of thoſe Murderers for whom 


he prayed, when he was expiring upon the Crofs? Would you ſee this 
Form, this Power, this Perfection, this Divinity and Glory of Virtue in 
Fleſh and Blood? Behold the blefled Fe/us, and let THOSE be con- 
founded, and hide its Head for ever. 


After viewing the Graces moral and divine, which diſtinguiſhed the | 
Character of Chriſt, we need the leſs infiſt on his ſocial and civil Virtues: ©? 
As no good Man can be a bad Citizen; nor a Friend to Virtue ever prove 


an Enemy to his Country. With ſuch Popularity as he muſt have had, 
and actually had, from the Diſplay of his miraculous Power, and the Ex- 


erciſe of it to the general Benefit of the People, he might, had Faction 


and Ambition mixed with his Views, brought about a Revolution in the 
State, and made Attempts dangerous, if not deſtructive to the civil and 
religious Rights of his Country: But he avoided and fled from the tempt- 
ing Occaſions of this Kind, when thrown in his Way, with as much Dili- 
ence as others ſeek them. He conformed to the Eſtabliſhment in Church 


and State: He frequented the Temple and the Synagogue: He evaded, 
but with all the Preciſion of Truth. a State Queſtion which was put with 


Deſign to enſnare him: To avoid giving Offence, he wrought a Miracle to 
defray a Tax with which he was charged, though, by the Right and Dig- 


nity of his Character, he might have claimed an Exemption from it. The 


Saviour moved in a Sphere above the Regions of the political World: 

Yet the Influence he ſheds on theſe is moſt admirably fitted to regulate 
their Motions, and to eſtabliſh their Health and Peace: Like the Sun, 
which though formed to animate the celeſtial Orbs, and give Law to ſur- 


rounding Planets, invigorates the Productions of our lower World, clothes 
the Lillies of the Field, and makes our Vallies to laugh and ſing. Chrift, 


a Direc- 


both by Principle, and 7 his Example, N his Followers to move in 
| B 


4 
1 * £ 
p ” : vat e n 
———— o 
ee a —— — — — —— ——— — 


* 


a Direction, that points mainly and uniformly to God, and his heavenly 
Kingdom : Yet in following this Direction, he has made ſuch Virtues 
and Graces neceflary to our Progreſs, and Proficiency, as muſt enforce our 
Duty, and promote our Happineſs, as Inhabitants and Citizens of this 
World. Humility and Meekneſs, Charity and good Will to Men; the 
Fear of God and keeping his Commandments; a Love of God, and Re- 
ſignation to his Providence; Faith in divine Revelation, and Hopes full of 
Immortality, muſt ſtrengthien all the Bonds of Society, and in Proportion 
as they improve the Truth, the Integrity, the Sobriety and Diſintereſted- 
neſs of Individuals, promote the good Order, and advance the Bleſſings of 
Society. Chr} did not directly, or at all intermeddle with States, or the 
Affairs and Policy of State, any farther than as his Example has taught 
Obedience to the ruling Powers : His Kingdom was not of this World: 
And the Calumny of his Enemies, when they accuſed him, as forb:dding 
fo give Tribute to Cæſar, was as impudent a Falſehiood, as that wherein 
they charge him with being guilty of Blaſphemy againſt God. 

Such then was Chri/z eſus, the moſt accompliſhed Pattern of moral 


Perfection that ever informed a human Frame: In himſelf temperate, 


modeſt, retired, mortified and devout : To others, humble, meek, peaceable,. 
kind and beneficent; to his Friends, affectionate and tender-hearted, to his 
Enemies, merciful, forbearing, and forgiving ; to the preſent Eſtabliſhment 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, conformable and obedient ; to his Father and God, 

under the ſevereſt Trials, patient, ſubmiſſive and entirely reſigned: Vet 
after all, we know not, nor can know the Juſtneſs, the Dignity, the Ma- 


jeſty, the Almightineſs of his Merit and Perfection, unleſs we could com- 


prehend the Depth and Extent of his Humility. The Son of God, and 
higher than all the Angels and Sons of God, deſcends to inhabit the Stage 
of Earth, the Scene of Folly, Sin and Miſery. The Son of God has 
not where to lay his Head: The Son of God (Hear, O Heavens! and be 
aſtoniſhed, O Earth !) is content to be deſpiſed, to be ſlandered, to be 
rejected of Men, to be perſecuted, to be condemned, to be bound, to be. 


buffeted, to be ſpit upon, to ſuffer the Shame, and die the Death of a. 


Malefactor. 
Such was Chriſt Feſus In Innocence and Purity, in SanQity and Devo- 


tion, in Humility and Meekneis, in Patience and Fortitude, in Wiſdom: 


and Doctrine, in Principle and in Practice, having no Superior or Equal 


among thoſe that were born of Women. In the Exerciſe of Power, 
Goodneſs and Mercy to Mankind, an Image of God : In unjuſt Suffering 


only equal to himſelf, and in a worſe Condition in reſpe&t to Fame and: 


Fortune, than one of the vileſt Malefactors. The Judge, conſcious of 


R 
his Innocence, would have releaſed his illuſtrious Priſoner: Not fo, ſay 
the Populace and madding Multitade ; Not this Man, but Barabbas. 
2. This Barabbas is here called a Robber; or, as it is in the Original, 
a Thief; though this, perhaps, may be no diſtinct Specification of his 
Crime, but a common or general Term to fignify a Malefactor, and 
uſed in the Senſe of our Engliſh Word Felon, or the Latin Word, Latra, 
which ſignifies an Aſſaſſin, as well as a Thief. Barabbas, indeed, ſeems 
to have ; of a more daring Spirit, and a higher Form of Villains than 
the common Thief. Yet after all, he might have been a Robber in a 
literal: Senſe of the Word, as Hiſtory gives Inſtances of ſome of this 
Character, who have affected to aſſert the Cauſe of public Liberty, head- 
ed Armies, and fought Battles in its Defence“. He is in the other 
Evangeliſts, St. Mark and St. Luke, particularly charged as guilty of 
Sedition, or an Inſurrection in the City, and with Murder in the Inſur- 
rection. As Judea was, at this Time, deprived of its Independency as 
a State, and ſubject to a foreign Yoke, Barabbas might poſſibly ſtand 
forth as a Champion of Liberty, and an Aſſertor of the Rights of his 
Country againſt Roman Tyranny. and Uſurpation : That he was guilty of 
Murder in this Sedition or Inſurrection is not to be wondered at: The: 
Progreſſion was natural and eaſy : A Defiance of public Authority mult be 
| ſupported by Violence, or would ſoon be cruſhed by the Power offended. . 
To-an Outrage committed againſt the Majeſty of the Laws, what leſs 
could be expected to ſucceed, than a Contempt of the Lives of the Citi- 
zens? The fame Principles and Paſſions that prompt the Man to oppoſe 
and violate the civil Rights of the Community, muſt almoſt neceſſarily 
engage him to ſupport that Oppoſition by Force and Violence. The 
Patriots of our own Country, who in the laſt Century, under Pretence of 
aſſerting public Liberty, ſet aſide the legal Authority of their Soyereign, 
and aflemed to themſelves the whole Power of the Legiſlature, it was 
fore ſeen, would not be flow in forming an Army to attack his Perſon, 
and cruſh all Oppoſition, in order to fecure themſelves on the "Thrones: 
they had uſurped: But ſuppoſing Barabbas a more inſignificant and leſs 
notable Criminal than we have here repreſented him, an ordinary Robber, 
yet when we remember how frequently Robbery is attended with Murder, 
we may not wonder that Barabbas is here recorded as guilty of both: 
The Wonder ſhould rather ſeem, that a Wretch fo infamous ſhould have 
the Voices and Favour of- the People, in Preference to the holy and bene- 
ficent Fe/us. Being ſeditious and a Murderer, his moral, or rather his 
Cæterum Luſitanos Viriatus erexit, vir calliditatis acerrimæ: qui ex venatore latro, ex 
Jatrone ſubito Dux atque Imperator. 35 7 ch ks 15 

L. A. Flor. Lib. 2. Cap. 17. 
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immoral Character, one might have thought, would have put his Patrons 


out of Countenance; but Party and Prejudice cover a Multitude of Sins: 


And it ſeems agreed by Parties on all Sides to admit no Vices among their 
Friends, and no Virtues among their Enemies: If Barabbas had the Chief 
Prieſts and Phariſees, as well as the People, for his Friends and Abettors, 
marvel not at the Matter: Even Catiline, execrable as he was, had Pa- 
tricians for his Aſſociates ; and neither he, nor they, wanted a Concern, 
or Pretences of Concern, for public Liberty, and a Redreſs of public 
Grievances, to maſk and juſtify their Attempts againſt the Salvation of 
the State, and the Lives and Liberties of their Countrymen, and their 
Fellow-Citizens. | 1. 0 
Some, perhaps, may be ſtaggered, when they remember, that it 
was this ſame People, who now outrageouſly demanded the Crucifixion 
of Teſus, that had a little before attended his triumphant Entry into 
. with Hoſannahs to the Son of David, and that would have made 
um King. But this Objection vaniſhes, when we reflect, that it was the 
People, who were the Actors in this ſudden Change of the Scene: Their 
Levity or Inconſtancy is notorious to a Proverb ; and if any thing might 
raiſe our Wonder or ſtagger our Faith, it were Steadineſs and Uniformity 
in the Conduct of a Mob. Floating and unſteady as the Waves of the 
Sea, they are at the Mercy of every Breath: And the Pſalmiſt, with equal 
Truth and Beauty, claſſes together, as of the ſame Nature, fheraging of the 
Sea, and the Madneſs of the People. Inſtances of their Levity are ſo nu- 
merous and fo notorious in the Page of Hiſtory, as to render it unneceſ- 
fary to cite them on this Occaſion: Nay this Suddenneſs of their Change 
of Temper 1s as notorious, as their general Inconſtancy; a remarkable 
Inſtance of which you have in the Life of Dion of Syracuſe : Him, 
whom the People had hated and execrated as a Tyrant, when alive, they 
lamented as their Deliverer, and the Deliverer of his Country, when dead, 
and would, ſays the Hiſtorian, if poſſible, have recovered him from the 
Grave at the Expence of their own Blood“. 7 „ 
The Reaſons of this popular Levity are eaſy to be aſſigned: Fond of 


| Novelty, they are changeable as the Winds, and it requires more Steadi- 


neſs and Reflection than generally falls to their Share, to reliſh the Plea-- 
ſures and Security of a ſettled State. Such is the Temper and Genius of 
vulgar and uneducated Souls, that rather than have no Change, they will 
bear with, and with for a Change for the worſe : The People who poſſeſs 
nothing, have nothing to loſe, and ſome Chance at leaſt for bettering 


their Fortune in the Convulſion of a State. Rapine and Riot are far 
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171 
more agreeable to them than the daily Labour to be undergone 
for the Supply of their daily Bread: And the Ambition or 
Auvarice of the meaneſt is fired with the Proſpect of Levelling and. Pro- 
ſcriptions: Thus, from the Diſtreſs of their Fortune, as well as the Tem- 
per of their Spirit, they are generally at the Diſpoſal of thoſe, who have 
Wit and cunning Craftineſs to deceive, or Riches to bribe and engage 
them in the Clamour and Faction of the Day. 85 

Ignorance and its inſeparable Attendant, Credulity, have always had a 
powerful Effect upon the Minds of the Vulgar, and diſpoſed them to- 
ſwallow, without Heſitation, the boldeſt Scandal, or the moſt impudent 
Falſehoods, which it may. be neceſſary to propagate for the Views of 
Faction and Diſloyalty: Nay, where they meant well, they have often 
been through Ignorance miſled by the ſpecious Pretences of deſigning }. 
Men, who, under the Maſk of Zeal for. Religion and Liberty, have led 
them into Rebellion and Slavery, into the wildeſt Fanaticiſm, and moſt 

extravagant. Enthuſiaſm. 27 . 

Beſides, mean and inconſiderable in their Fame, as in their Fortunes, 
they grow important, and are flattered into an Opinion of their own Power 
and Conſequence, when made neceſſary, as their Leaders perſuade them 
to think themſelves, in the Defence of public Liberty, or the Preſervation. 
of the State :—How is their Envy gratified, as well as their Pride, When 
they are called in to bind Kings in Chains, and Nobles in Links of Iron 
From theſe few Obſervations we may collect, what proper Subjects the 
People are, whenever they find proper Maſters, to be applied to the Ends. 
of Sedition and Injuſtice, of Outrage and Violence: Their Ignorance in a 
peculiar Manner renders them the eaſy Dupes of an intriguing and ambi- 
tious Faction: As the whole Art, Craft, and Myſtery of Party is, we. 
know, by long and unhappy Experience, the Game of Knaves upon Fools: 
And here it is plain the Game was in Hands that underſtood it. 


* - 


4. The Phariſees and Rulers of the People were, it ſeems, the principal. 
Incendiaries of the Mob, and who gave Breath to the impious Cry, Nez. 
this Man, but Barabbas.” Why the powerful and leading Men among 
the Jews ſhould thus thirſt after the Blood of the Innocent, and warmly } 
intereſt themſelves in the Preſervation of a ſeditious Murderer, it will not 
be difficult to account for. . ; 4 

1. The ſame Men who are actuated by Ambition and Inſolence, when 
in Power, are frequently ſoured with Diſcontent, or fired with Reſentment, 
when deprived of Power; nay, the Loſs of Power and Place may perhaps 
affect the Minds of thoſe who are deprived of them, though not naturally 
ill-diſpoſed, with no good Will, or Complacency, towards thoſe who ſuc- Þ} 
ceed them. The chief Rulers of the People and the Phariſees, Woo 
might poſſibly have made ſome Figure, had their State been independent, 


ſaw 


| [8.3 
faw Pilale, a Roman Governor, now ſitting in Judgement, and preſiding 
over the Adminiſtration of their Affairs. Hence might ariſe their Oppo- 
| fition to his Inclination to releaſe Fe/us : Oppoſition to all Meaſures, right 
or wrong, being of the Eſſence of a diſcontented Party; and beſides, Ba- 
| rabbas being a Man turbulent, bold and factions, they might think his 
Faculties uſeful, and his Preſervation neceſjary to their future Views. His 
Character, which might poſſibly diſpoſe the Roman Governor to get rid 
of ſuch a Peſt of the State, might probably engage the popular Faction in 
is Favour : They could certainly have no great Eſteem for the Man, 
much leſs for the Murderer ; but in the Connections and Combinations 
of Party, a ſevere Morality hath not been always thought a neceſſary In- 
gredient: Zeal for the Caule is the great Eſſential, which covers a Mul- 
titude of Sins. N | N 
2. But let the Truth, and the whole Truth, be related on this Occa- 
ſton. The Sctibes and Phariſees, and other leading Men among the Fes, 
ſeem to have had a perſonal Enmity againſt Chrſt: He had, with a Sin- 
cerity and Boldneſs becoming a Teacher ſent from God, detected the 
pious Frauds, and expoſed the Hypocriſy, by which they had impoſed 
upon the People: He had paid fo little Regard to their Traditions, their 
T'ypes, Ceremonies,” and Sacrifices, and inſiſted fo ſtrongly on the eternal 
moral Law ct Righteouſneſs, Mercy and Truth; —had looked fo far be- 
vond the Letter to the Spirit and Improvement of their Law, and to the . 
Neglect and Contempt of the Doctrines of Men, had fo frequently incul- 
cated the Commandments of God z— and, beyond all ritual, or ceremo- 
mal Obſervances, had enforced the Love of God in Spirit and in Truth, 
and the Love of our Brother, that is, of all Mankind, without Diſtinc- 
tion of Nation, Sect, or Party: In ſhort, he made ſo thorough a Reform, 
or Improvement of the Jeb Religion, and raiſed fo moral, fo ſpiritual a 
Superſtructure upon the Foundations of the ancient Jeiſb Church, and 
was ſo much a Moraliſt (though not a Separatiſt) both in his Principles 
and Practice, that the chief Prieſts, the Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, 
and the whole Tribe of Bigots, might well be alarmed for the Conſe- 
quence, and ſuſpect both themſelves and their Temple, in ſome Danger 
of loſing their Credit and Reverence with the People, under the new 
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Diſcipline. | | 

Chriſt being a real, though divine Original, would eaſily be deemed an 
Innovator;—the Miniſters of the eſtabliſhed Jeu Church, would be 
alarmed of Courſe, to find themſelves awakened from the Slumber they 
enjoyed in old Forms, and old Notions, in wich they had doſed all their 
Lives, by one who called them to the Life, the Truth and Spirit 
of Devotion; to practical Religion, to fincere moral Goodneſs, - 


(of 


to Regienerinion, or a new Birth of the Heart and. Soul, to univerſal 
Righteouſneſs, and true Halineſfs. 

The excluſive Title of Sanctity, or of the Reputation of Sanctity, which 

the chief Prieſts and Phariſees had perhaps aflumed to themſelves, muſt 
fill them with Indignation,, when they found their Character diminiſhed, 
or diſputed by the Carpenter's Son, not educated in the Schools of the. 
Prophets, and not devoted to the Doctrines and Traditions of the Rabbies 3 
their Pride, as well as their Piety, muſt be ſcandalized, to find this Jeſus, 
neither Prieſt nor Levite of their Church, arraign both their Principles and 
their Practices, and oppoſe to both the eſſential Truths of the great Morak 
Law, and the genuine Dictates of the Law and Religion of Nature, of 
Reaſon, and of God: Hence the Cry was raiſed againit him, and by the 
common Equity of Party he was traduced not only as a Schiſmatic, but a 
Blaſphemer, an Enemy alike to Ce/ar. and to God. 

The Author of this Reform in religious Inſtitutes was popular, and had | 
been gladly received and attended by the Multitude: Mere Novelty is a 
Recommendation of a Teacher to the People : But here was more than 
Novelty ; the miraculous Power of the Teacher to command Attention, 

enforce Obedience, and to raiſe both Love, Reverence and Admiration- 
of his Perſon. As this Power with which he was endowed from on high, 

gave him Eminence and Diſtinction; ſo the Aſſiduity with which he diſ- 
charged his Miniſtry, conftantly going about doing good, healing, or tech- 
ing the People, might be conſidered as a Reproach by the Jeu Clergy, 
who, ſecure in an Eſtabliſhment, might content themſelves with the regu- 
lar, the cold and formal Performance of their ſtated Offices; and thus find 
themſelves ſhaded by the extraordinary Zeal of this new Preacher, and 
Setter- forth of new Doctrines. His extraordinary Wiſdom, as well as his 
extraordinary Power of Miracles, muſt throw theſe Maſters of 1jract very 
low in their own Eyes, as in the. Eyes of the People: And not having 
Greatneſs of Mind enough to admire and imitate in him what was imi⸗ 
table, nor Humility enough to believe and obey him ;- Malice, Envy, ang 
Indignation, filled their Hearts, and inflamed their Spirits : Hence their 
inſidious Arts and captious Queſtions to enſnare him, their abſurd and 
bold Fal ſehoods to defame him, their laſt Reſort and Reſolution to accuſe 
and arraign him at the Bar of public Juſtice, and their Inſtigation of the 
People to clamour for his Execution. Such generally has been the Fate 
of ſuperior Merit in every Age and Nation. Read the Hiſtory of Greece, 
of Rome, and Britain: The Characters of the moſt Eminence, Philoſo- 
Phers, Scholars, Patriots, and Heroes of the firſt Rank and Diſtinction 
for Virtue, Wiſdom, and Conduct, have been proſcribed or baniſhed, 
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; | hich they lived: Their Light was too dazzling for the weak Byes of 


their Fellow-Creatures to bear, and therefore muſt be buried or extin- 
guiſhed. The Jeus in general are repreſented in their own Hiſtory, as a 
diſcontented and factious People; from the firſt Dawning of their State, 
murmuring againſt Moſes and againſt God ;---fated even with the Bread 
of Heaven, and longing, for the ſake of Change, for the Leeks and 


Onions of Egypt; rebelling againſt God himſelf, and murdering the 


Prophets whom he ſent unto them. What Wonder then that they ſhould 
oppoſe and crucify the Son of God, and add his Blood to the Blood of 


the Prophets who had preceded him ? 


Beſides the common Principles and Paſſions of human Nature in its 
preſent State, diſpoſing Men to malign, to envy and perſecute ſuperior 
Excellency, a particular Motive might perhaps the more diſpoſe the Jews 


Io their Malevolence and Malice to the Chriſt of God: He was in his 


-moral, his ſpiritual and divine Character and Conduct, far more and 
greater, but in his civil Capacity and Pretenſions, much leſs than they 
Had expected: Their carnal Notions had miſled them in the Interpretation 
of their Prophets concerning the Mefiah, whom they had imaged to 
themſelves, as a Conqueror of this World, to deliver them from the 
Romans; not a ſpiritual Deliverer, to ſave them from their Sins: But, 
they found him no Aſſertor of the Rights and civil Liberties of Feru/a- 
lem, no Enemy to Cæſar ;---no Trumpet to rouſe the People to Faction 
and Rebellion ;---but in the humble and holy Jęſus, a ſevere Moraliſt, 
an Improver of their Law---a Reformer of their Lives, a Reprover of 
their Manners, and a bold Cenſor of their Hypocriſy and pious Frauds. 
Thus Diſappointment was added to their Reſentment, and jointly enfla- 
med them to proſecute to the Deazh, the greateſt and moſt perfect Cha- 
racer, that ever appeared in human Nature. To prevent his Acquittal 
by the Equity of his Judge; that is, to effect his Deſtruction, the Releaſe 
of Barabbas, ſeditious and a Murderer as he was, is demanded by the Cla- 
-mours of the People, whom the Governor out. of Policy or Fear was 
willing to content; and, Politician-like, ſacrificed Innocence and Truth, to 
Utility and the preſent Exigence. Miniſters and Stateſmen are not always 
the ſevereſt and moſt ſcrupulous Moraliſts in their public Conduct: They 
ſometimes confider Utility more than Truth, and conſult preſent Exigen- 


-Cles, more than the future Security and ſolid Glory of a State. Pontius Pilate 
ſeems to have been a Politician of this Order, and to have conſulted his 
| own Eaſe, the Continuance, or at leaſt the Tranquillity of his own Admi- 

[| -niſtration, rather than the Principles of Equity, the Dictates of Con- 


Science, the Honour of Cæſar, or the Dignity and Authority of the 
Empire. | 5 : 3 
| Thus 


[nm] 
II. Thus 8 * Tendency and common Workings of the panne | 
Paſſions; we have endeavoured, in the Way of Nature, to account for the 
Sufferings and Death of the Son of Man. A few Reflections, which na- 
turally ariſe from the Subject, will conclude this Diſcourſe. _ It 
We hence learn the common Degeneracy of human Nature, as ils 
_ ciovs, envious, prejudiced and partial, and detracting from the ſuperior 
Excellency of others. The Bible, indeed, acquaints you with this Dege- -/ 
rieracy : but does not human Nature, in all Ages and Nations, ſpeak the 
ſame Language, and act with ſome Degree of the ſame Spirit, which here 
actuated the Jes? Let it not then be objected to Revelation, if it has 
iven us new Principles to correct this Degeneracy, and to enlarge and 
enforce the Benevolence and good Will of Mankind to each other; and if 
it has taught us, by the Precepts and Example of its divine Author, 0 Jove 
even our Enemies, to do good to thoſe that hate us, and to pray for thoſe 
who deſpitefully uſe and perſecute us. How eaſy, how lovely is this Spirit; 


how different from that which embroils and inflames Men againſt each 


other, which takes Paſſion and. Reſentment for its Counſellors, . and Ma- 
lice and Revenge for its Executioners ; which thirſts for the Blood of an 
Enemy, even at the Expence of its own, and engages a Nation in Arms 4 
to aſſert its Quarrel, and gratify its Reſentment!: : 
We further hence learn, the unhappy and cruel Effects of an  envenomed,. 
malignant Party-Spirit, which has no Meaſure, Judgement, nor Rule of 
Conduct, and no Principles of Juſtice,” Charity, or Moderation, but what 
are dictated, warped, and narrowed, by Bigotry, Prejudice, or Paſſion. 
In Politics, as in Religion, the Bigot ſwallows the groſſeſt Abſurdities, 
that favour his own Side of the Queſtion; confounds or cancels all moral 
Diſtinctions; forms Conclufions, not only without, but againſt the Dic+. 
tates of Reaſon and Conſcience, and excludes the very Evidence and 
ſtrongeſt Confirmation of his Faith. The Bigot eſteems the lying Legend 
of equal Authority with the ſacred Code, and the Impudence o _ the ys 
poſtor, as venerable as the Admonition and Revelation of the Prophet. | 
Catiline has his Followers, a Cromwell his Admirers, a 3 has 115 
Friends and Protectors, {us his Perſecutors and Murderers. Party puts 
out the Eyes, corrupts the Heart, and confounds the common Senſe of 
Mankind: It throws ſuch a Miſt over the mental Sight, ſo bribes the 
Paſſions, and hangs ſuch a Bias upon the Underſtanding, that the Parties 
affected neither ſee, nor hear, nor underſtand with the native Uſe of the 
Faculties which God and Nature have given them. Contempt of Decency, | 
Violation of Truth, and Proſtitution of Honour, of good Faith, and the 
Principles of Religion, are the common Attendants of this Partyr Spirit, 
"WR an carried to its Height and Extent, ſuperſedes the n, | 
| 0 | 


delong to us, as Men or Britons, though the Apo 


* 


of Hell, and eeetually does the Work of the Devil, and his Angels. An 
Belief in Impoſhbilities, an. Incredulity in what is moſt palpable, 


W ite viewed as Black, Black conſidered as the pureſt Light of Heaven. 


the ſincereſt Virtue traduced, the moſt horrid Crimes vindicated, Virtue 
and Juſtice. proſcribed, Vice and Violence patronized, Aſſaſſins fainted, 


and Saints doomed to an infamous; Execution, Kings murdered, and Sub- 
jects enthroned, Heroes baniſhed, and Cowards protected, Religion, Law 
and Liberty, facrificed to Fanaticiſm and Hypocriſy, to Miſrule and Ty- 


ranny, a Diſſolution of the Elements both of Nature and Grace, the Con- 
fuſion of Property, the Abolition of Rights, the Extirpation of Families, 


the Sack of Cities, the Deſolation of Kingdoms, have been the ynhap y | 


Conſequences of Party-Rage, and the Spirit of civil Diſcord. May 
Records of theſe fatal Calamities, wrote as it were in the Blood jy Citi 
zens, admoniſh and perſuade us, to preſerve that Unity and cordial 
Amity, which our Principles as Men and Chriſtians, and our Preſervation 
and Happineſs as Britons, require from us! At the ſame Time let no good 
Man be diſcouraged in ſuffering wrongfully, ſor giving Teſtimony to. the 
Truth, and in Submiſſion to the Will of Heaven. While our Hearts 
condemn us not, let us remain | ſteady and unmoved by the Clamours of 
the People, and the Sentence of a partial Judge. Let the Example, the 
Patience and Refignation of the Holy Jeſus, in Life and in Death, under 
the Deſertion of his Friends, and the Calumny and Perſecution. of his 
Enemies, animate us in the Support of Truth and Righteouſneſs, in the 
Cauſe of God and: Goodneſs. Hoe Privileges, as Chriſtians, do not indeed 
ſuperſede our Rights-as Citizens, nor oblige us to give up any Claims that 

e did not think that 
his Chriſtian Liberty gave him any Title to ſpeak ill f the Ruler of his 
People. But, as our ſocial Rights are of much leſs Conſideration, | Reaſon 
tells us, that in the Proſecution of them we ſhould be careful not to for- 
feit- the former. Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, Charity, Peace, and the Love 
of God, are Graces of a much ſuperior, Order, to Induſtry, Activity and 
Zeal, to Integrity and Courage, in any the moſt important civil Cauſe. 


Opulence, Liberty, Power, and Empire, are, upon the Compariſon, 
of little Moment, when weighed againſt Life and Immortality, E eaven 
and Happineſs, and eternal Glory. 


A Chriſtian engaged with all his Heart, with all his Mind, with all 


bit Soul, and all his Strength in civil Combuſtions, and domeſtic Diſputes 
concerning Privilege and Prerogative, figures like an Emperor buſied. We: 
collecting Shells or Pebbles on the idle Shore. | A Chriſtian /adeed, intent 
upon his proper Buſineſs, his immortal Hopes and Privileges, as a Citizen 
of the 5 which is above, will look upon the World with the In- 
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p difference of a Traveller that tarricth but a Day: He will viewLife in he | 
Light in Which true Philoſophy; as well as true Religion, — — | 
Þ 12 a Stage of Tryal, on Lech he is to endure Hardſhips -as A gt 
Soldier of Paas Chriſt. As ſuch, he is willing, he is prepared 2% debe 
| ® Shame, and endure the Croſs, which may be his Lea and to ſuffer 
the Loſs of all Things, ſo that he may but obtain the Prize of his hign 
and heavenly Calling; compared with which, all the Riches, Gloriess, 
and Se of this World, are but as the Di of the Balance. The 
bdleſſed Fear was led as a Lamb to the Sang and as 4 Sheep ere 
Bis Shearers. is dumb, ſo opened he not his Mouth. © The Diſciple will be as 
his Maſter: He will not ſtrive, nom cry, neither ſhall any Man bear his 
Voice in the Streets; though ſuffering wrongfully, he will take it patiently: : 
. - He will embrace the Croſs, rather than owe his Releaſe 0 the 2 
and Rage of Party, Sedition and Murder. 
A firm Truſt in God's Providence, and a Conſciouſneſs of: Innocence 
and Integrity under unjuſt Suffering, and the Perſecution of Bigots, is a 
much happier Portion and better Security, than is t6 be expected from - 
the Favour or Policy of any Power upon Earth. Jef indeed ſuffered, 
| * | bled, and died; and the Chief Prieſts and Phariſees, the People, and the 
Rulers of the People triumphed” in the Power of their Patty, and the 
Succeſs of their Faction: But the Suffering was a Cloud that ſoon paſſed 
away, and the Triumph was no more than a momentary Scene; Fefus 
riſes again with Power, and re- aſſumes his Seat in Heaven With e 1 
Glory. The Fews, by repeated Acts of Sedition and Rebellion, call 
in the Romans; and, to their Arms, joined their: own eivil Rage! 
und envenomed Party-Rancour for their -own Deſtruction and — KA 
tion. The Name of Chriſt, and the Power of the Goſpel of God, pre- 17 
vailed, and ſtill prevail in many powerful States over the Face of the 
Earth. The eus have ſince ceaſed to be f dettled or policied People, + 9 
Ho ſhort ſighted is human Wiſdom? How deſtructive is earnal Policy Fi 
. we let this Man alone, faid the Chief Priefts and Phariſees, all Men 
' eorll believe in him, and the Romans vill come; and take away both our 
Place and Nation. But their killing 7he Lord of Life and Glory, which 
was intended to prevent, ſerved only in the Hands, and by the Diſpoſal of 
a righteous Providence, to invite the Romans, and to precipitate their own n 
Ruin. Let no one then be ſtartled, or diſturbed,” with unfavourable Ap-+ 
pearances in the Diſpenſations of God: What can appear more harſh or 
unequal, and lefs reconcileable to Equity and Truth, than a Lamb ef 
- In ſlain, and a Murderer releaſed But we are not from the: firſt Act, 
| reſent Scene, to judge of the Propriety and Juſtice of the Whole 
Pieke: God's Diſpenſations muſt have Time and Room for their Evolu- 


tion and Land We ſee their Equity in this Inſtance x God only per- 
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wits we! re of Things to take their Courſe, and the human Paſfions 
to opegz 
Deſtruf 


the Suff 
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F the Sinners themſelves, and to the Exaltation and Glory of 
rer. In this Inſtance they exhibited a tremendous Example of 


the divine moral Government, and a Warning to ſurrounding States, and 


lucceeding Ages, -of the fatal Effects of a Party-Spirit at War with Equity, 
Mercy, Truth and Religion, void of Morality, of Humanity, and the 
Love of God. The dying Redeemer ſtill ſpeaks to you, to me, and to 


all Mankind, the aweful Providence of a righteous, holy, and merciful 
God, deducing Good from Evil, and, making the Wicked, when paſt Re- 


covery, and ripe for Judgement, the Inſtruments of Mercy and Salvation 
to others, renderigg the Council of the Chief Prieſts, and the Clamours 
of the People of e E ffect: The dying Redeemer, by his Charity, his 
Innocence, his RH pation, conſecrates the curſed Tree, and makes the 
Croſs, a Field of : The dying Redeemer calls upon all his Diſciples 
and Followers, to tiaph- in their Perſeverance, and Oppoſition to his, 


and their Enemies; md *to. conſider themſelves, as the moſt illuſtrious 


* 
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the common Way, and operate you ſee: they did, to the 


Conquerors, though the Powers of Earth, and Hell, were engaged againſt ' a 


them: The ſuffering, the living, the dying Redeemer calls upon his Fol- 


lowers, to act as he acted, influenced only by the moſt perfect moral Rec- 
titude, and by the Moment of eternal Conſequences, Thus actuated, my 
Brethren, by the Principles of eternal Truth, and Conſiderations of eter- 


nal Moment, popular Applauſe or Oppoſition will no more affect you, 


than the Morning Cloud, or the paſſing Wind will be able to ſhake or 
overturn the Throne of God. And let not Innocence and Virtue, Truth 


and Righteouſneſs, when oppoſed, and oppreſſed by Faction, and popular 
Outcry, repine or murmur againſt the Proceſs and Government of Provi- 


dence. There is a Time, when Nations ſated with Eaſe and Plenty, and 
grown inſolent by Peace and Proſperity, corrupt the Bleſſings, and abuſe 
the Mercies of God . They are now either vifited, as the Records of 
Ages teſtify, by ſome extraordinary Judgements, or left to the Workings, 


and fatal Effects, of their own Vices and Corruptions ; which, by the 


wiſe and righteous Proceſs of Providence, ſerve either to reduce the wane : 


ton and riotous Pulſe of a Nation, to Coolneſs, to Order and Sobriety, or 
end in a Decline and Diſſolution of the State. 

Hence, I mean from the immoral Conduct of the Subjects of a State, 
we.may moſt properly account for the Commotions, and unnatural Con- 
vulſions, which ſo frequently ſhake the Peace, confound the Councils, 


and counteract the Proſperity of Kingdoms, For, it muſt be cane 


* Ouum foris, fer da domi Harig. * Tac. Ann, Lib. 12; 


after 


il after all, that we dome far ſhort, and widely miſtake in our Oblivaridns 
on the Dectins and Fall of States, when we attempt to account for them. 


wat, or civil. Difſention, that in and of themſelves, and independent: >: 
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from natural or accidental Cauſes, from the Caprice of Men, the Turbu- 


| lence of a Mob, the Influence of a Miniſter, the Luſt of a Tyrant, or 
the Ambition of a Conqueror. Theſe are but Inſtruments in. the Hand. © 


of a righteous God, to puniſh the Sins of a licentious and wicked People. 


| The Fews had been favoured, in a peculiar Manner, with the Knowledge 
of the true God, by Manifeſtations of his Power, in the Miracles and 
Mercies vouchſafed them; yet, they forgot and diſobeyed this God, as: 
they had rejected and ſtoned his Prophets, and polluted themſelves with 
the Idolatry and Abominations of the Gentile World. At this Time, not- 
5 withſtanding the Peace they enjoyed from all their Enemies, their Reli- 


gion ſeems to have degenerated into Pharifaical Formality ; into Sacrifice, 
Ceremony, and Tradition. What Wonder, if after ſuch a Violation, ſuch: 
an Abuſe of Mercies beſtowed, they were allowed the Uſe of their moral 
Liberty to fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, by denying and erucifying 


the Son of God, that upon them might come all the: Blood: of the Prophets: 
Shed, from the Blood of righteous Abel to the Blood of Zacharias, Son of” 


Barachias, whom they flew between the Temple and the Altar. 
In the whole of their Conduct the Fes acted indeed naturally, that 


is, agreeably to the Impulſe of their Paſſions, and the Depravity of Na 


ture, againſt apparent Juſtice, againſt: their moral Obligations, the Dictates 
of their Religion, and the Declarations of their Prophets, who had de- 


ſcribed the Mæſiab under ſuch ſtrong and peculiar Characters, that nothing 
but the moſt carnal Underſtanding, and the laſt Degree of Spiritual Blind- 


neſs could have miſtaken: him. The Jeu did miſtake him, ſuch were 


their immoral Attachments, and ſuch their Spiritual Infatuation. They 


denyed the juſt one, and dgfired a Murderer to be granted unto. them. Hence 


their inteſtine Diviſions, and civil Bloodſhed, hence the murdering Sword: 
of the Romans, to render them. Examples to all future: Ages, of the Ven- 


geance of God upon Iniquity and Diſobedience.. H their Deſtruction was: 


ſingular, fo had the Mercies been, which. they had rejected, and the Im-. 


piety they had committed. If their Plagues were wonderful, ſo had been, 


their Ingratitude. The Multitude, in the Caſe before us, acted like the. 
Multitude, at the Diſpoſal of their Leaders; but both the People, and the 
| Rulers of the People, while they fulfilled their on. Wills, were at the ſame | 


Time fulfilling the Will of Have. | 

The moral Leſſon, deducible from. this aweful. Hiſtory, is ſo heide 
that it needs only to be mentioned, and left to your own Conſideration and 
Improvement. It is not the claſhing of Parties, it is not popular Diſcon- 
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[| | moral Practices. 
iS In and by the Courſe of Nature wre Wong natural Miſery the general 
[| Effect of moral Depravity, and in Proportion as the Sins of 2 Nation are 
increaſed, we may expect its Calamities to be multiplied, and its Cup of 
1 Sorrows to overflow: A Contempt of God, and his Mercies, is the high eft * 
on Guilt that human Nature is capable of, and therefore juſtly, liable to the 
; ſevereſt Vengeance of Heaven; and if never People were greater Sufferers, e 
[ perhaps never People were greater Sinners than the Jeu. We, indeed, 
br here not ſeen with our Eyes the Miracles of Jeſus, nor did we pierce: 2 
i Hands or his Feet, but conſidering the Evidence we have of his divine 
| Miſſion, and this Evidence confirmed to. us by. _ Fate and Fortune of + 
theſe ſame Fews, foretold to us by this ſame Jgſur, and fo remarkably | | 
fulfilled in their future Hiſtory, our Guilt in - jecting the Truth, ag it 
#s in Jeſus, may ſeem not much leſs than that thaſe, wha firſt denied 
| and crucified = By If viſited with the bleſſed Light of Heaven, ' we ſtill 
+ | love Darkneſs rather than Light, if favoured with the moſt perfect — 
18 "Law, we chuſe to be immoral, if enjoined the pureſt Leſſons of Piety, 
Aare to be impious, if inſtrufted by the brighteſt Example, «nd ee c 
8 by the Captain of our Salvation, we refuſe to follow, and ſeorn to obey, if 
' _ "encouraged by the Promiſe of the Peace and Spirit of God, and the 
| Proſpect of future Glory, we continue to be earthly, ſenſual, e if 
2 
| 


with the Offers of divine Mercy, the Pardon of our Sins, and the ani- 
mating Hope of eternal Life, we preſume to tranſgreſs, and to rebel againſt 

|] | _ God, what can we reaſonably expect, but the juſt Conſequences, * in our 
2X preſent Miſery and future Perdition? I JY, 0 4 Fac 

1 May you, my Brethren, as you are Lovers of your Country. be Fol- 
-lowers of God, as dear Children. Under his Protettion. you have nothing 

| | "to fear, without his Providence 7 have nothing to conſide in, The 


Wl *fancereſt Chriſtian is the beſt Patriot, and the Jicentiougothe immprel. and 
i 1 pot: greateſt os to — — State; they weaken its natural 
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